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SOCPA UPDATE

The Department of Justice , under Jack Straw, has this
month published The Governance of Britain Draft
Constitutional Renewal Bill, the first section of which
would repeal sections 132 to 138 of the Serious
Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 (SOCPA). It is
these sections that restrict the right of protest in the area
around Parliament.

Hip-hip-hurrah!

The decision to abolish these sections of SOCPA is
perhaps unsurprising as the law has proved totally
unworkable and has attracted widespread
condemnation. Maybe it also had something to do with
Mark Thomas’s campaign to bring many MPs to justice
for their inadvertent infringements of SOCPA.

However, before you get too excited, it looks likely that
the government is now going to try to restrict our right to
protest across the country by requiring demonstrators to
give notice of all demonstrations, as currently required
only for processions under the Public Order Act. They
call it ‘harmonisation’. Watch this space very closely.
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Contributions for inclusion in the next
issue should reach us by Friday 6 June.

Wrexham Peace & Justice Forum

is an independent, non-party political
organisation. Our vision is of a just and

peaceful world. We are a broad-based

forum open to all who share our vision,
making a difference globally and locally
through sharing ideas and information,

raising awareness and campaigning.
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